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AFET continues to support poor children in Ecuador and perhaps after nearly 13 years we are beginning to 
see the advantage of helping parents keep their children at school as long as they can benefit, supporting 
their nutrition, helping with their health issues and opening their eyes to the joy of reading and learning. We 
now have five who have graduated from high school and one who has gained University entrance to study to 
be a Social Worker. This is from a family whose home is earth floored, with only two bedrooms for parents 
and five children and who cook on an open fire. However they are not immune from all the problems other 
teenagers have, use of mobile phones, social networking and the discovery of the opposite sex! 
 
We feel as though we have gone full circle as the parents in el Porvenir, the first village we were involved 
with have asked VDO if they would set up a library and run some courses for the children in computer skills 
and English Language. We originally withdrew because of issues with the head teacher. This village school 
is now closed as are many such in Ecuador. The children have to go to the nearest town, Mocha, but the 
primary school has no computer or English Language classes, even though these skills are needed when 
they enter secondary school. Some of the parents are the very children we were helping 10 years ago. We 
can certainly help with the provision of computer courses, but without native English speakers being willing 
to volunteer, providing English Language courses is more of a problem.  
 
The economic situation in Ecuador is very difficult, particularly for the poor. Inflation in the price of food and 
most other essentials continues unabated, there is much corruption, the postal service, police, customs and 
other services supposedly for the benefit of the community are still dishonest, sometimes the government 
workers are not paid so they have no money to buy goods and this has a knock on effect on the community.  
  
AFET’s Christmas campaign went well. We sold over 1600 cards, generating a lot of publicity and substantial 
donations. We are eternally grateful to our many loyal supporters who have stayed with us over many years. 

 
Education centre and library 
 
The Techo Propio centre in the suburbs of Ambato continues to function well as a community centre with the 
continuing active and loyal coordination of Gladys. Her mother, Mrs Anita is also a great support.  The library 
is a great draw, we now have nearly 1900 books. Not only are they well read but dramas based on some of 
the stories are developed. There are board games and toys for the younger children and of course the 
Christmas party is held here. The computers continue to be well used and we will probably have to buy some 
new ones this year. We do not have an internet connection at the centre because of the problems of regular 
adult supervision to ensure that inappropriate sites are not accessed. There can also be problems of over 
use of social media with children becoming addicted to them. Where internet access is needed for homework 
and other such research we pay for internet café use. The additional cost and transport is a big demand on 
families as children cannot go alone to the cafes, many live a long way away and where the parents are 
working the time involved also loses them income.  
 
There is a group of eleven children at secondary school who receive help with expenses, such as travel, 
lunches, photocopying, internet café use, stationery, camp days etc an enormous help to poor families. 
 
For the next year we will continue with the support as before and develop the centre for el Porvenir but our 
major task is to look for volunteers from overseas or from the local university who are able to teach the small 
children some English. Please let us know if you think you could help. 
 
Child Sponsorship 
 
A total of 41 children receive some help, with 17 directly sponsored.  The monthly meetings continue with 
distribution of essential food and clothing and additional food items at Christmas.  As there is constant 
inflation this support has been vital.  We continue to help with health issues, specialist consultations, skin 
conditions and chest problems caused by dust from the volcano, bad cuts requiring stitching, orthodontic 
treatment, speech problems and payment for the medical examination required by the schools. Even though 
education is supposedly free, there are many such ‘extras’ which place an enormous load on family budgets. 
 



This year we will have our first student at university, she was accepted in “Universidad Tecnica de Ambato” 

to study to be a social worker. We all wish her every success, it will be hard for her as she is breaking new 

ground in her community. If she needs additional help we will of course support her where our finances 
allow. 
 
Our charity continues to be a support to these two communities in a small way. It continues to make a 
difference.  Without your steadfast help this would not be possible and we are all very grateful to those who 
allocate some of their charity giving to us. If you can help further please do let us know. 
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